NEWGATE CALENDAR
JACK SHRIMPTON
Convicted jar Murder and Highway Robberies.  Executed
at St Michael's Hill in September, 1713
JOHN SHRIMPTON was born of good and reput-
able parents living at Penns, near High Wycombe, in
Buckinghamshire, who, bestowing so much education upon
him as might qualify him for a tradesman, put him out
an apprentice, when he was between fifteen and sixteen
years of age, to a soap-boiler in Little Britain, in London;
but not serving out his apprenticeship there, he was turned
over to another soap-boiler in Ratcliff Highway.
When he was out of his time he went into the army,
where he was some time in the troop of horse com-
manded by Major-General Wood; but, not finding such
preferment as he expected by being a soldier, he came
into England and took to the highway. He did always
the most damage betwixt London and Oxford, insomuch
that scarce a coach or horseman could pass him without
being robbed.
Some time after committing one robbery, Mr Shrimpton,
being in London, accidentally lit into the company of the
common hangman, where he was taking a glass of wine; and
coming to the knowledge of his occupation he asked him this
question: " What is the reason, when you perform your
office, that you put the knot just under the ear? For, in my
opinion, was you to fix it in the nape of the neck it would
be more easy to the sufferer." The hangman replied: "If
one Christian may believe another, I have hanged a great
many in my time, but upon my word, sir, I never had any
complaint as yet. However, if it should be your good luck
to make use of me, I shall, to oblige you, be so civil as to
hang you after your own way." But Shrimp ton, not ap-
proving of the hangman's civility, told him that he desired
none of his favours, because they generally proved of a very
dangerous consequence.
Another time, Jack Shrimpton, who also called himself
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